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EVZDENTZAZ.. 

DISCOUHSK  IV. 

Of  the  delivery  of  the  law  from  ^Iount  Sinai^ 

AND  OTHER  MIRACLE.S  I.N  THE  WILIIKKNESS. 

liij  I  Jr.  P.iestUy. 

tiiid  Israel  sate  the  s're/it  icorks  tchich  the  Lord 
didiwon  the  Eecyptiuns,  and  the  people  feared 
the  Lord,  and  his  sertunt  .Moses. 

Kxod.xiv.  31. 

In  discoursing  from  these  words,  I  have  be^an  to 
illustrate  the  evidence  of  the  Divine  mission  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  or  the  credibility  of  the  miracles  on  which  it  is 
founded.  I  have  already  considered  those  which 
were  e.xhibitcd  in  E^vpt,  ‘shewing,  from  their  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  other  circumstances,  especially  the  ef¬ 
fects  which  tliey  produced,  that  there  could  not  have 
been  any  imjiosition  in  the  case.  I  now  preceed  to 
direct  your  attention  to  those  which  are  recorded  as 
hating  been  exhibited  in  the  wilderness,  and  tliey 
were  of  still  greater  magnitude  and  imjiortance. 

From  the  Red  Sea  the  Israelites  proceeded,  with¬ 
out  intermission,  a  journey  of  three  days,  through 
the  wilderness  of  Shut,  till  they  came  to  a  place 
which  was  afterwards  called  Mara,  where  the  peo¬ 
ple  murmured  because  the  waters  were  bitter,  so  that, 
though  they  were  exhausted  w  ith  thirst,  they  could 
not  drink  them.  In  this  distressing  situation,  of 
which  we,  in  thb  climate,  can  form  but  imperfect 
ideas.  The  people  tnurmuredufrainst  Moses,  snijinfr, 
HTutt  shall  u't  drink  "J  Exod.  xv.  24.  Tiiey  would 
naturally  imagine,  that  the  same  power  which  had 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  in  so  wonderful  a  man¬ 
ner,  would  easily  supply  all  their  wants,  and  they 
would  be  much  chagrined  when  they  found  them¬ 
selves  disappointed.  Thisinunnuring,  however  did 
not  imply  an^  disbelief  in  the  power  of  their  dod, 
or  in  the  divine  mission  of  Moses  ;  ami  God  was 
pleased  to  relieve  their  wants  by  directing  Moses  to 
cast  a  branch  of  a  certain  tree  into  the,  water,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  they  were  able  to  drink  it. 

In  this  place  it  appears  that  the  people  halted,  and 
Moses  took  this  opportunitv  of  cxbortii:^  them,  and 
making  a  kind  of  covenant  witli  them  in  ths  name 
of  God.  E.xod.xv.  25.  There  he  made  for  them 
a  statute  and  ordinance,  and  there  he  proved  them,  \ 
and  said.  If  thou  loilt  diligently  hearken  unto  the 
voire  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  U'ilt  do  that  trhich 
is  right  in  his  sight,  and  tcilt  give  ear  to  his  com¬ 
mandments,  and  keep  all  his  statutes,  I  will  put 
noneof  these  diseases  (or  plagues)  upon  thee,  which 
I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians  ;  for  I  am  the 
Lord  that  healeth  thee. 

Notwithstanding  this  relief  from  the  effecis  of 
thirst,  the  people  finding  a  want  of  provisions  (for 
what  they  bad  made  inhaste  for  their  journey  could 
not  last  long)  after  fifteen  days  from  their  leaving 
Egypt,  they  again  murmured  against  .Moses  and 
Aaron,  and  repented  that  they  had  left  Egypt. — 
Exod.  xvi.  2.  jindthe  irhole  congregation  of  the 
children  of  Israel  murmured  against  .Moses  and 
against  .^aron  in  the  wilderness;  and  the  children 
<f  Israel  said  unto  them,  Would  to  Goti  we  had  died 
oy  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  tchen 


we  sut'hy  the  ,pesh-pots,  und  when  we  did  eat 
bread  to  the  full,  for  ue  have  brought  us  forth 
into  this  u  ilUtmess  to  kilt  this  whole  ussenibly  icith 
hunger. 

This  circumstance  clearlv  shews,  that  no  human 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  march  of  such  a 
number  of  people.  The  country  they  had  to  march 
througli  had  not  been  explored,  no  stations  had  been 
fixed  u|X)n,  and  tlieir  pru'ision  entirely  failed  in  a 
fortnight.  Ilow  ill,  then,  mast  they  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  to  march  tiiroiigh  the  whole  of  that  immense 
desert  which  lay  between  them  ami  the  hind  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  of  whi(  h  they  were  going  to  take  possession. 
Imleeil,  every  circumstance  in  this  remarkable  his¬ 
tory  evidently  shews,  that  the  plan  of  this  de- 
liverence  from  Eeypt  was  laid  not  by  man,  but  by 
God;  who,  by  his  own  power,  a  high  hand, 
as  we  read,  and  an  outstretched  arm,  himself  exe¬ 
cuted  it  in  all  its  parts.  Nothing  was  due  to  Mom's, 
or  to  any  other  leader,  and  therefore,  he  justly  re¬ 
plied  tothe  people  when  they  inuniuired,  Exod.  xvi. 
18.  M  hat  are  tee  i  Your  mumiurings  are  not 
[  against  us,  but  against  the  Lord. 

[  In  this  distress  the  people  were  relieved,  Exod. 

xvi.  13.  by  the  falling  of  u  flight  of  quails,  which 
covered  the  whole  camp,  that  very  evening  ;  and 
the  next  morning  they  found,  for  the  first  time,  all 
the  country  round  them  covered  with  a  nourishing 
substance  which  they  called  manna,  with  which  they 
were  miraculously  supplied  ever  after  till  they  came 
to  the  borders  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Though  tliis 
imuma  could  not  usually  be  kept  more  than  one  da} , 
it  was  remarkable,  that  when  none  of  it  fell  on  the 
Sab!>ath-day,  but  a  double  quantity  the  day  before, 
it  might  he  kept  two  days.  Also  a  pot  filled  with  it, 
and  deposited  in  the  ark,  was  kept  to  future  genera¬ 
tions.  Exod.  xvi.  33. 

Proceeding  farther,  toRephidim,tlicpeo[Je  mur¬ 
mured  again  for  want  of  water,  Exod.  xvii.  3.  iuid 
there  God  relieved  them  by  a  peqietiuU  stream,  which 
Issued  from  a  rock,  on  Closes  striking  it,  by  the 
coniinand  ofGod,  with  his  rod.  These  difficulties 
in  which  the  people  found  themselves  unexpectedly 
involved,  did  not  lead  them  to  disbelievi'  the  power 
of  God,  but  only  to  fear  he  had  deseiled  them. 
This  place  Moses  denominated  Meribali,  Exod. 

xvii.  7.  because  of  the  chiding  of  the  children  of  Is¬ 
rael,  and  because  they  had  tempted  the  Lord,  say¬ 
ing,  h  the  Lord  amongst  us,  or  not  f 

After  this  we  have  an  account  of  a  battle  wbMi 
the  people  had  w  ith  the  Anialekites,  in  which  Jodui.i 
enminanded,  while  Moses  only  prayed  for  his  suc¬ 
cess.  F rom  thi^  it  is  evident  that  he  w  as  no  warrior ; 
and  as  other  circumstances  shew  that  he  was  not 
possessed  of  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  which  are  usu¬ 
ally  ascribed  to  him  ;  and  as  he  was  of  a  most  iin- 
ambitioiLs  disposition,  he  appears  to  have  been  by 
no  me:ms  naturally  qualified  to  undertake  the  con¬ 
ducting  of  his  countrymen  in  the  hazardoius  enter- 
prize  of  leaving  Egypt,  then  inhabited  by  a  power- 
iul  people,  and  dispossessing  anotiier  warlike  nation 
of  a  country  in  wbieh  they  had  strongly  fortified 
themselves.  What  he  did  was  not  from  anv  iinnul-'' 
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of  his  own  mind,  but  by  supernatural  direction  and 
assi^tance. 

The  next  transaction  in  the  history,  on  which, 
for  its  sins^ular  iin|K>rtancc,  I  shall  dwell  some  time, 
took  place  in  the  tliird  muntJi  after  tlie  Israelites  had 
left  Keypt,  (Kxod.  xiii.  I.)  at  Mount  Sinai,  where 
we  find  such  evidences  of  the  presence  ami  power 
of  God  as  had  never  been  exhibited  before,  and 


much  ax  is  necessary  for  our  good  and  the  dis* 
I  play  of  his  glory.  He  undoubtedly  has  a  ^V  ill 
!  concerning  the  exact  length  of  my  life  ;  hut 
as  a  knowledge  of  this  Will  is  not  n»  cessary 
for  my  good  or  his  glory  on  earth,  he  has  not 
revealeil  it.  'I'his  example  will  illustrate  our 
idea.  2.  We  arc  also  to  observe,  that  altho' 


which,  in  point  rf  grandeur  and  inai;nilicencc,  have 
never  been  equalled  since  ;  and  the  scene  was  so 
circumst.tnced,  that  there  could  not  possibly  have 
been  any  d“ccy)tion,  or  imposition  in  the  c.ise.  lli-i 
therto  the  power  of  God  had  been  abundantly  dis- i 
played  in  great  events.  The  successive  plagues  of] 
Cgypt,  and  the,  passage  through  the  Red  Sea,  had  . 
been  evidently  effected  by  diiine  pr)wcr;  and  the 
result  had  been  such  a  deliverance  of  a  completely  ^ 
enslaved  people,  from  the  power  of  a  wise  and  war¬ 
like  nation,  as  n<»  power  or  policy  of  their  own 
could  have  effected,  esj)ecially  in  so  short  a  time,  I 
and  in  their  circiuastances.  But  every  message,  orl 
order,  had  been  delivered  to  the  Israelites,  or  Pha¬ 
raoh,  by  Moses.  The  Divine  Being  had,  in  all  the 
cases,  spoken  to  him  in  the  first  instance,  and  he 
had  delivered  the,  message  to  them.  But  now  eve¬ 
ry  individual  Israelite  was  the  voice  of  God  himself. 

Hitherto  also  the  particular  designs  of  Providence 
respecting  tliis  nation  had  not  been  distinctly  an¬ 
nounced,  except  in  general  terms  to  Abraham  ;  and 
a  promise  of  freedom  from  such  plagues  as  those 
with  which  the  Egyptians  had  been  afflicted,  if  they 
would  obey  the  voice  of  God,  had  been  made  to 
them  at  Elim.  But  now  the  great  purpose  of  their 
dclivei'ance  from  Egypt,  and  of  every  tiling  else  that 
was  to  be  done  in  favor  of  this  nation,  was  to  be 
clearly  made  known  to  them,  and  a  regular  covenunt 
was  to  be  established  between  God  and  them,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  continue  to  tlic  end  of  time. 
This  |Mirpose  of  tlic  Divine  Being  is  thus  announced 
to  Moses,  Exod.  xix.  3. 

And  Motes  went  vp  unto  God,  and  the  TMvd  c«//-| 
ed  unto  him  out  of  the  Mount,  miyinf'.  Thus  shall  \ 
thou  say  to  the  chiUren  oj  Israel,  Ye  have  seen  all 
that  laid  to  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you' 
on  eagles'  wings,  and  brought  you  unto  myself. > 
Now,  therejbre,  if  ye  will  obey  my  voice  indeed,  • 
and  keep  my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar' 
treasure  unto  me  above  all  people.  For  all  the  earth  \ 
is  mine  ;  and  ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of 
priests,  and  a  holy  nation.  These  are  the  words 
ye  shall  speak  unto  the  Children  of  Israel. 

In  consennence  of  this  Moses  assembled  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  delivered  this  important  message  ;  ami,  as ' 
we  read,  Exod.  xix.  8,  All  the  people  answered  to¬ 
gether,  and  said.  All  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  we 
will  do.  And  Moses  returned  the  word  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  onto  the  Lord.  {To be  continued.) 

POOTmifAI.. 

From  the  Religious  Inquirer.  | 

THE  SECRET  WILL  OF  GOD. 


God  reveals  to  us  liis  Will  hy  way  of  precept, 
it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  his  Will  to  have 
that  done  instantly,  which  he  rominatids  us  tu 
do.  We  arc  to  consider  that  we  are  under  no 
obligation  to  comply  with  his  coinrnandsgivt  n 
us  ill  the  Holy  is’eriptures,  any  further  than 
our  situation  and  ability  may  pt  rmit.  For  in¬ 
stance,  he  commands  alt  to  fear  him  and  keep 
his  commandments.  Rut  is  it  liis  Will  that 
Infants  obey  this  command  1  To  suppose  this 
is  to  suppose  it  is  his  Will  to  have  that  done 
which  is  impossible  in  the  nature  of  things  ; 
for  an  infant  has  no  sagacity  to  form  an  idea 
of  God,  or  of  liis  commandments — conse¬ 
quently  is  incapable  of  fearing  or  obeying  him. 
This  commandment  therefore  is  obligatory  on 
them  only  who  have  such  age  and  knowledge 
as  may  enable  them  to  comply  Again  God 
commands  all  to  he  lioly.  “  Be  ye  holy,  for  I, 
the  Lord  your  God  am  holy.”  Is  it  therefore 
his  Will  that  all  become  holy  on  Earth,  as  he 
is  holy  1  If  this  be  his  Will,  we  must  again 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  wills  that  which 
is  impossible  :  For  mankind  are  subjected  to 
vanity,  and  are  utterly  incapable  of  becom¬ 
ing  holy  like  God,  while  they  remain  in  the 
flesh.  All  we  can  rationally  understand  by 
this  command  is,  that  it  is  God’s  will  to  have 
men  become  in  a  degree,  holy  on  Earth,  and 
perfectly  holy  in  Heaven  after  they  shall  have 
been  freed  from  the  “  bondage  of  corruption.” 
Hence  we  perceive  that  time  and  means  are 
necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  will 
of  ^od,  and  consequently  that  although  it  he 
not  accomplished  instunter,  it  hy  no  means  fol¬ 
lows  that  he  has  another  will  in  opposition  to 
that  which  is  revealed. 

We  arc  persuaded  that  it  is,  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  owing  to  the  want  of  attention  to  this 
fact,  that  men  have  imbibed  the  opinion  that 
God  has  two  Wills — a  decretive  and  percep¬ 
tive — a  secret  and  revealed  Will.  'I  hey  have 
very  justly  believed  that  God  determines  all 
events  :  and  perceiving  that  his  revealed  will 
is  not  yet  aceomplished,  and  not  remember¬ 
ing  the  fart  that  this  aceouiit  requires  time  anil 
means,  they  have  coneliidcd  that  he  has  a  se¬ 
cret  will,  opposed  to  that  which  is  revealed 


The  Will  of  God  has,  by  many,  been  dis-  For  instance — God  has  commanded  man  to 
tingiiished  into  two  sorts — his  Will  of  decree,  be  holy  ;  but  we  see  many  w  ho  are  ungodly  , 
and  his  Will  of  precept — his  secret,  and  his  therefore,  some  have  concluded  that  it  is  the 
revealed  Will.  It  will  he  our  object  in  this  secret  will  of  God  that  such  persons  shall  ne- 
paper  to  ascertain  whether  this  distinction  is  ver  be  holy.  But  hy  due  attention  to  the  fact 
founded  in  truth,  or  whether  it  is  the  device  we  have  stated,  we  may  learn  that  although 
of  human  wisdom.  the  will  of  God  in  this  respect  be  not  yet  fully 

In  this  investigation  two  things  should  be  accomplished,  still,  it  may  be  in  progression, 
duly  considered — I.  We  are  to  observe  that  and  may  hereafter  be  fully  done.  W'ejustrc- 
Godhas  not  revealed  all  his  W'ill,  but  only  so  mark,  in  this  place,  if  if  be  proper  to  reason 
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as  many  do  on  this  Fiihji'ct,  wo  shall  percrive  them  '?  If  so,  why  have  they  proclaimed  it  ? 
iho  prospect  is  exceedingly  dark  and  gloomy  If  he  intended  this  secret  will  should  be  made 
for  all.  IJecause  by  the  same  train  of  reason-  |>ublic,  why  not  insert  it  in  his  revealed  will, 
ing  we  come  to  the  following  conclusion  ; — jthat  all  the  world  might  know  it  ?  But  if  he 
God's  revealed  will  is  that  all  l>econn‘  holy  ; — 'intended  it  should  be  known  only  by  a  ftx, 
but  no  man  in  the  flesh  is  holy  ; — therefore  it  ■  and  communicated  it  to  them  in  confidence, 
is  his  .secct  will  that  none  shall  ever  be  holy.  I  they  have  most  shamefully  abused  their  trust ; 
(ioil's  revealed  will  is  that  we  shall  be  raised  for  instead  of  keeping  the  seal  of  secrecy  on 
from  the  dead  ;  but  we  are  not  yet  raised;  their  lips,  they  have  proclaimed  the  secret  from 
therefore,  it  is  his  secret  will  that  we  nerer  Dan  to  Beersheba  ;  they  have  lifted  up  their 
shall  be  raised.  These  conclusions  as  neces-  voice — they  have  cried  aloud,  sayi'-g,  "  The 
sarily  follow  the  premises,  by  this  mode  of  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  us ;  hear  his  word 
reasoning,  as  the  other  we  have  noticed.  If  at  our  mouths.”  LUCIUS, 

we  adopt  this  mode  in  the  one  ca.«e  we  must  Springjield,  1827. 
in  the  ether  ;  if  we  reject  it  in  the  one,  there 

is  no  good  rc.ison  why  we  should  not,  lu  the  j  FTTUII.  SUPI'BSTITIOi^ 

other.  (,et  IIS  then  never a«lopt  it  in  any  case, 

uiitili  wt  are  preoared  to  give  uji  all  hope  of  thk  Right  IIo.n.  ii.i.ia.m  Pitt,  (after- 

a  siai  oi  more  perfect  than  the  wards  f.aki,  of  Chatham.)  First  print- 

pre.  cnt  ED  IN  THF,  Lo.VDON  JoURNAI.  OF  1733,  AD- 

'I'hi.'se  consnlerations  induce  us  to  reject  dressed  to  the  multifarious  sects  of 
the  notion  that  Cod  ha.s  a  secret  will  opfiosed  Great  Britain. 

to  that  which  is  revealed.  In  addition  to  the  „  ...  ,  i  1 1  r  y-.  j  t 

r  I  l  ure  rension  and  vndefiled  before  God  and 

■  ,  the  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  Fatherless  and  ui- 

1.  1  he  scripture  makes  no  distinction  be-  ,  •  •  in- i.  l  .  t- 

.  I  1  M  r /«  I  1  L  aows  tn  their  affiictions,  ana  to  keep  ones  sett 

tween  the  revealed  will  of  Uod,  and  his  se-  -f,  ;  j ..  i  ■ 

.  —  11  1171  i.  j  1  .  unspotted  from  the  •s.orlJ.  — James  i.  27. 

crctwill.  When  he  made  a  revelation  to  man,  ^ 

— if  the  will  he  revealed  were  not  his  actual  Gentlemen, — Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the 
will,  but  something  very  diirercnt,  why  not  world  will  find,  that  what  the  greatest  part  of 
give  some  intimation  that  such  was  the  fact  ?  mankind  have  agreed  tocall  religion,  has  been 
— Of  what  use  is  it  to  us  to  have  a  Revelation  only  some  outward  exercise,  esteemed  suffi- 
froin  God,  if  it  contain  a  false  account  of  his  cient  to  work  a  reconciliation  with  God.  It 
holy  will  ?  Of  what  advantage  is  it  to  u.s,  to  has  moved  them  to  build  temples  ,  slay  vic- 
endcavor  to  conform  to  his  revealed  will,  by  tiins,  ofl'er  up  sacrifices;  to  fast  and  feast ;  to 
becoming  holy,  if  his  secret  will  be  tliat  we  petition  and  thank  ;  to  laugh  and  cry  ;  to  sing 
shall  never  be  made  partakers  of  his  holiness  ?  and  sigh  by  turns  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been 
Would  not  the  scripture  give  us  some  intima-  found  suflicient  to  induce  them  to  break  olf  an 
tion  of  distinction  of  wills,  if  it  did  in  truth,  amour,  to  make  restitution ofill  gotten  wealth  ; 
exist  ? —  or  to  bring  the  passions  and  appetites  to  a  rea- 

2.  The  supposition  that  God  has  a  secret  sonable  suhjectioiL  Differ  as  much  as  they 

will  in  opposition  to  that  which  is  revealed,  im-  j  may  in  opinion  concerning  what  they  ought  to 
plies  one  of  two  things — cither  that  his  Wills 'believe,  or  after  what  manner  they  are  to  serve 
oppose  and  contradict  each  other,  or  that  his  (Jod,  a.s  they  call  it,  yet  they  all  agree  in  gra- 
revealed  will  is  an  imposiliun.  This  is  very  tifving  tin  ir  appetites.  The  same  passions 
evident:  For  if  he  have  revealed  his  will  that  reign  in  all  countries,  and  in  all  ages;  Jew 
cd  men  become  holy,  while  his  secret  will  islaml  Mahometan,  the  Christian  and  the  Pagan, 
that  some  shall  remain  unholy,  then  it  iscer-Uho  'I’artar  and  the  Indian,  all  kinds  of  men, 
tain  that  one  of  his  wills  is  opposed  to  the  otli- 1  who  difl'er  in  almost  every  thing  else  univer- 
ir.  On  the  other  hand,  if  liis  secret  will  be  |  sally  agree  with  regard  to  their  passions; — if 
that  some  shall  never  be  holy,  and  if  he  have  there  be  any  difl'erenco  among  them,  it  is  this, 
no  will  opposed  to  this,  then  we  must  conclude  that  the  more  superstitious  they  are,  they  are 
that  the  record  is  false,  which  declares  that  always  the  more  vicious  ;  and  the  more  they 
he  “  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  to  believe,  the  less  they  practice.  This  is  a  mc- 
come  unto  the  know  ledge  of  the  truth."  One  lancholy  consideration  to  a  good  mind  ;  it  is  a 
or  the  other  alternative  must  be  ailoptod  : —  most  terrible  truth ;  and  certainly,  above  all 
cither  that  God  lias  no  w  ill  opposed  to  his  re-  things,  worth  our  while  to  enquire  into.  We 
realed  will  ;  or  ihat  his  two  wills  clash,  and  will  therefore,  probe  the  wound,  and  search  it 
appose  each  other  ;  or  that  the  Book  which  to  the  bottom  ;  we  will  lay  the  axe  to  the  root 
contain.^  what  is  called  his  revealed  will,  is  of  the  tree ;  and  shew  the  true  reason  why 
an  imposition,  and  unworthy  of  credit.  Choose  men  go  on  in  sinning  and  repenting,  repenting 
which  you  will  adopt.  and  sinning  again,  through  the  whole  of  their 

3.  Admitting,  for  a  moment,  that  God  has  lives  ;  and  the  reason  is,  because  they  have 
a  secret  will,  opposed  to  his  revealed  will  :  keen  taught,  most  wickedly  taught,  that  Re- 
liow  d  d  men  obtain  the  knowledge  of  the  ligion  and  Virtue  arc  two  things  absolutely 
>iame  7  Has  God  made  a  direct  revelation  to  distinct ;  that  the  deficiency  of  the  one  might 
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be  supplied  by  the  sufficiency  of  the  other ;  | 
and  that  what  you  want  in  Virtue,  you  must ! 
inaikC  up  in  Religion.  But  this  religion,  so  j 
dishonorable  to  God,  and  so  pernicious  to  men  I 
is  worse  than  Atheism  ;  for  Atheism,  though  j 
it  takes  away  one  great  motive  to  supjiorl  vir- ! 
tuc  in  distress,  yet  it  furnishes  no  man  with  j 
arguments  to  be  vicious  ;  but  superstition  is 
the  greatest  possible  encoura^iemept  to  vice,  | 
by  setting  up  something  as  religion,  which  shall  | 
atone  and  coininiite  for  the  want  of  virtue.  | 
This  is  establishing  iniquity  by  a  law,  the  high-  i 
cst  law  ;  by  authority  the  bigbf  st  authority ;  | 
that  of  God  himself.  We  complain  of  the  vi- ! 
ces  of  the  world  and  of  the  wickedness  of  j 
men,  without  searching  into  the  true  cause. 
It  is  not  because  they  are  wicked  by  nature, 
for  that  is  both  false  and  impious  ;  hut  be¬ 
cause  to  serve  the  purposes  of  their  pretended  j 
soul  savers,  they  have  been  carefully  taught  i 
that  they  are  wicked  by  nature,  and  cannot 
help  continuing  so.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  for  men  to  have  been  both  religious 
and  vicious,  had  religion  been  made  to  consist 
in  virtue,  and  had  they  always  been  taught 
that  true  religion  is  the  practice  of  virtue  and 
obedience  to  the  will  of  God  who  presides 
over  all  things,  and  will  finally  iiiake  every  I 
man  happy  who  does  his  duty.  | 

This  single  opinion  in  religion,  that  things  | 
are  so  well  made  by  the  Deity,  that  virtue  is 
its  own  reward,  and  that  happiness  will  ever 
arise  from  acting  according  to  the  reason  of  i 
things  ;  or  that  God,  ever  wise  and  good  will  1 
provide  some  extraordinary  happiness  for  those  I 
who  suffer  for  virtue’s  sake  ;  is  enough  to  sup-  * 
port  a  man  under  all  difficulties,  to  keep  him  ^ 
steady  to  his  duty,  and  to  enable  him  to  stand  | 
as  firm  as  a  rock,  amidst  all  the  charms  of: 
pleasure,  profit  and  honor.  But  this  religion  | 
of  reason,  which  all  men  are  capable  of,  lias  I 
been  neglected  and  condemned,  and  another  j 
set  up,  the  natural  consequences  of  w  bich  j 
have  puzzled  men’s  understandings,  and  de- ] 
bauched  their  morals  more  than  all  the  lewd 
poets  and  atheistical  philosophers  that  ever  in¬ 
fested  the  world  ;  for,  insteadof  being  taught 
that  religion  consists  in  action,  or  obedience 
to  the  eternal  moral  law  of  (jod,  we  have  been 
most  gravely  and  venerably  told,  that  it  con¬ 
sists  in  the  belief  of  certain  opinions,  w  hich 
we  could  form  no  ideas  of,  or  which  were  con¬ 
trary  to  the  clear  perception  of  our  minds,  or 
which  had  no  tendency  to  make  us  cither  wi¬ 
ser  or  better  ;  or,  which  is  much  worse,  had 
a  manifest  tendency  to  make  us  wicked  and 
immoral.  And  this  belief,  this  impious  belief, 
arising  from  imposition  on  one  side,  and  from 
want  of  examination  on  the  other,  has  been 
called  by  the  sacred  name  of  religion  ;  where¬ 
as  real,  genuine  religion  consists  in  knowledge 
and  ohedience.  -We  know  there  is  a  God,  and 
we  know  his  will,  which  is,  that  we  should  do 
all  the  good  we  can ;  and  we  are  assured,  from 
his  perfections,  that  we  shall  find  our  own 


good  in  so  doing.  And  what  would  we  have 
more  ?  Are  wl,  after  so  much  inquiry,  and 
in  an  age  full  of  liberty,  children  still  ? — And 
cannot  we  be  quiet,  unless  we  have  holy  ro¬ 
mances,  sacred  fables,  and  traditionary  talc.s, 
to  amuse  us  in  an  idle  hour,  and  give  rest  to 
our  souls,  when  our  follies  and  vices  will  not 
sufi'er  us  to  rc  st  I 

You  have  been  taught,  indeed,  that  right 
belief,  or  orthodoxy,  will,  like  charity,  cover 
a  multitude  of  sms  ;  but  be  not  deceived  ;  be¬ 
lief  of,  or  mere  assent  to  the  truth  of  propo¬ 
sitions  upon  ovidence  is  not  a  virtue,  nor  un¬ 
belief  a  vice  ;  faith  is  not  a  voluntary  act  ,  it 
does  not  dejiend  upon  the  will;  every  man 
must  believe  or  disbelieve,  whether  he  will  or 
not,  according  as  evidence  appears  to  him. 

If,  therefore  men  however  dignified  ordistin- 
guislud,  command  us  to  believe,  they  are 
guilty  of  the  highest  folly  and  absurdity,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  out  of  our  power,  but  if  they  com¬ 
mand  us  to  believe,  and  annex  rewards  to  be¬ 
lief,  and  serve  penalties  to  unbelief,  then  arc 
they  most  wicked  and  immoral,  because  they 
annex  rewards  and  punishments  to  what  is  in¬ 
voluntary,  and  therefore  neither  rowardrblo 
nor  punishable.  It  appears  then  very  plainly  I 
unreasonable  and  unjust  to  command  us  to  be-  j 
lievc  any  doctrine,  good  or  bad,  wise  or  un¬ 
wise  ;  but  wben  men  command  us  to  believe 
opinions  whicli  have  not  only  no  tendency  to 
promote  virtue,  but  which  are  allowed  to  com¬ 
mute  or  atone  for  the  want  of  it,  then  are  they 
arrived  at  the  utmost  reach  of  impiety;  then 
is  tli<‘ir  iniquity  full ;  tlien  have  they  tinislied 
the  misery  and  completed  the  destruction  of 
poor  mortal  men  ;  l>y  betraying  the  interest  nj 
virtue,  they  have  undenuined  and  sapped  the 
fonnilations  of  nWhinnan  haiipiness  ;  and  how 
treaclu'rouslyaud  dreadfully  have  they  betray¬ 
ed  it  ! — A  gift  well  applied  ;  the  chattering  of 
some  unintelligible  sounds  called  creeds  ;  an 
unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  whatever  the 
church  enjoins  ;  religious  worships  and  con¬ 
secrated  fea.->ts  ;  repenting  on  a  death  bed, 
|iardons  rightly  suetl  out,  and  absolutions  aii- 
thoratativcly  given  :  have  done  more  towards 
making  and  continuing  men  vicious  than  all 
their  natural  passions  and  infidelity  put  togeth¬ 
er  ,  fur  infidelity  can  only  take  away  the  su¬ 
pernatural  rewards  of  virtue,  but  these  super¬ 
stitious  opinions  and  practices  have  not  only  ! 
turned  the  scene  and  made  men  lose  sight  ol  j 
the  natural  rewards  of  it,  but  have  induced 
them  to  think,  that  were  there  no  hereafter, 
vice  would  be  preferable  to  virtue,  and  that  ■ 
they  still  increase  in  happiness  as  they  increase  = 
in  wickedness  ;  and  this  they  have  been  taught 
in  several  religious  discourses  and  sermons, 
delivered  by  men  whose  orthodoxy  was  never  j 
doubted  ,  particularly  by  a  late  reverend  pre-  j 
late,  I  mean  Bishop  Atterbury,  in  his  sermon  \ 
on  these  words  ;  “  If  in  this  life  only  we  have  i 
hope,  then  are  we  of  all  men  the  most  mi.se-  ; 
rable,”  where  vice  and  faith  ride  most  love-  ■ 
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ingly  and  Iriuniphantly  together.  But  these 
doctrines  of  the  natural  excellency  of  vice,  the 
efficacy  of  a  right  belief,  the  dignity  of  atone¬ 
ments  and  propitiations,  have,  btsidea  depri- 
us  of  our  native  beauty  and  charms  of  ho¬ 
nesty,  and  thus  cruelly  stabbing  virtue  to  the 
heart,  laisedand  diffused  among  men  a  certain 
unnatural  passion,  which  wc  shall  call  religious 
hatred  ;  a  hatred,  constant,  deejvrooted,  and 
lasting.  All  other  passions  rise  and  fall,  die 
and  revive  again ;  but  this  of  religious  and 
pious  hatred  rises  and  grows  every  day  stron¬ 
ger  upon  the  mind  as  we  grow  more  religious ; 
because  we  hate  for  God's  sake,  for  our  soul’s 
sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  those  poor  souls  too, 
who  have  the  misfortune  not  to  believe  as  we 
do.  And  can  we  in  so  good  a  cause,  hate  too 
much  1  The  more  thoroughly  we  hate,  the 
better  we  are  ;  arul  the  more  mischief  we  do 
to  the  bodies  and  estates  of  those  infidels  and 
heretics,  the  more  do  we  show  our  love  to 
God.  This  is  religious  zeal,  and  this  has  been 
called  divinity  but  remember  that  the  only 
true  divinity,  is  humanity. 
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\V  OXDLIinX  CO-NVEKMOX. 

“The  Troy  Heview,”  fur  June,  7lh  ult.  c<»ntains  an 
account  of  the  remarkable  conversion  of  “  three 
nL‘ii;hbor»,”  an  Atheist,  Debt  and  Univcrsalist.” 
Tire  Western  Itecorder,  from  which  this  article  was 
copied  into  the  Review,  did  not  see  lit  to  pulrlish 
tlien(<me.'r  of  these  men,  t\\e  place  of  their  resid^ncr; 
nor  the  time  of  their  miracuhtus  conversion,  to  gra- 
tilV  “  the  friends  of  revivals,"  but  .says  “  considera¬ 
ble  time  has  el.ipsed  since  the  incidents,  as  related, 
took  place.”  Probably,  this  circumstance  transpir¬ 
ed  antecedent  to  an  occurrence  w  hich  was  lately  re¬ 
lated  in  a  paper  published  near  Boston  ;  which  was, 
iliat  a  Universalist  hung  himself  on  a  bell-rojie  in 
the  Universalist  church  in  Cambrigeport,  Mass, 
where  there  is  neither  belfry,  bell  not  bell-rope. 
Perhaps,  if  occurred  about  the  time,  the  “voice 
from  the  dead”  agitated  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia ; 
or  since,  when  the  “  Vouth’s  Magazine,”  publishc'l 
there,  vvxssent  out  into  the  world  with  tidings  of  the 
-trange  instance  of  the  renunciation  of  Universal- 
hm,  by  a  man  who  lived  in  the  “  Northern  Liber¬ 
ties,”  in  that  city.  Afbnitting  the  facts  related,  to 
be  true  respecting  the  Universalist, we  say  he  needed 
conversion  :  Df  whom  it  is  said,  “  he  would  not  .suf¬ 
fer  him  (his  son)  to  read  the  Bible,  and  said  with  an 
oath,  that  he  would  nut  have  the  book  read  in  his 
house;”  and,  that  “he  knew  there  was  no  hell.”  This 
!  the  “  confirmed  Universalist  ?”  rather  should  he  be 
called  “  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan.”  Wc  arc  not  in- 
I  formed  whether  any  Calvinists,  or  any  oilier  class  of 

•  people  were  converted  m  this  revival,  only  these  three 

•  characters;  the  frat  believed  then;  was  no  God;  the 
teamd,  that  there  was  no  Saviour  ;  and  the  third. 


EFqSlT(JRV._  _  _ o.{ 

that  Jesus  was  appointed  to  be  “the  Saviour  of  all 
men.”  Tiiey  now  believe  there  is  a  Clod  who  niadc 
somebody  to  be  tortured  by  infernals  foiover— a  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  cannot  save  all  foi whom  he  died  ;  and 
an  “  eternal  hell.” 

Every  candid  person  will  discover  something  un¬ 
generous  ill  the  relation  ;  for  the  believer  in  Uni¬ 
versal  Ucstonition  is  class'd  w  ith  the  De'tst  and  Athe¬ 
ist,  for  the  purpose,  doubtless,  of  exciting  piejtidice 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  not  as  yet  been  un¬ 
deceived.  But  Is  it  doing  to  others  as  we  wiHild 
wish  others  to  do  unto  us,  to  bring  odium  on  the 
whole  of  a  numerous  sect  of  Christians,  bec.ause 
there  is  a  Judas  or  a  Peter  among  them  ?  Who 
would  not  be  censurable  to  condemn  the  whole  or¬ 
der  of  Presbyterians  because  they  were  so  unfortu¬ 
nate  as  to  have  a  Staiisbiirv,  (clcrsynian  forinerlv  of 
Albany )  and  a  \V  ecins,  who  is  now  or  soon  will  be, 
a  resident  of  States  prison.  Mass. 

There  appears  a  little  of  the  marvelous  expres.scd 
in  the  saying  that  “the  third  (the  Universalist)  believ¬ 
ed  tliat  there  was  no  hell  though  the  Bible  were  true.*’ 
How  could  he  believe  the  Bible  tnic  and  the  things 
written  in  it  f:dse  ?  It  istriie  that  Universalists  doubt 
the  existence  of  the  imaginary  realm  of  inextinguish¬ 
able  torment,  but  believe  in  the  hell  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments. 

^^e  wish  that  in  future  tiie  reporters  of  conver¬ 
sions  ol  tills  kind  would  be  so  good  as  to.  give  the 
n(/me5.andy;/(/ce.f  of  such.  And  wc  do  not  think 
that  they  would  be  so  furpient  as  to  be  a  verv  ureat 
tax  on  editors. 

Most  assurerll  V,  wc  vv  ish  our  upposers  to  know  that 
a  man  is  not  a  Universalist  jiiless  his  faith  works  bv 
love,  any  more  than  any  iiiaii  is  a  devout  Uhrisiian. 
merely  by  believing  in  Christ. 

“  For  mofles  of  (aith  let  graceless  zcidots  light : 
Ills  can't  be  wrong  whose  lile  is  in  the  right.  ’ 

rsxxvruTEs 

Of  the  proceedings  of  the  Eastern  Assoi  i.v- 
TION  OF  U.MVEKSAi.isTsconre/ifd  at  .Mason’s 
Wall  in  Livermore,  Ale.  June  2'ith,  and 
mh,  \C21.—Ch.  Intel. 

Proceed  to  org.inize  tlio  Council,  by  choo¬ 
sing 

1.  Br.  Wti.MAM  Frost,  .Moderator. 

‘2.  Br,  George  Bates,  Clerk. 

3.  Br.  Alvan  Din.smore,  As'I.  Cirri:. 

4.  Read  a  number  of  liiglily  interesting  l^l- 
fers  from  different  Societies,  and  received 
the  credentials  of  delegates. 

5.  Voted  to  receive  the  newly  organized 
Universalist  Societies  of  Hath,  Canaan,  Ches- 
tcrcille,  (iurland,  Alinot  and  Poland,  Ai'orridi'e- 
H'ock,  Saco  and  biddeford  and  H  ilton,  into  this 
Association. 

6.  Voted  that  S.  Cobb,  H'.  Frost,  and  O. 
Bates  be  a  committee  to  receive  application 
for  letter?  of  fellowship  and  ordination 
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ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 
Wednesday  Mominf;. 

Hr.  Ruksf.i.l  Strkkter,  Introductory  Prayer,  j 
Br.  Jabez  WuouMAti,  Sermon,  from  Jeremiah 
vi. — J6. 

Hr.  Henry  Hawkins,  Concluding  Prayer. 

Aflemaon  Service. 

Hr.  Wii.i.iam  a.  Drew,  Prayer. 

Bn.  John  B.  Doos,  Sermon,  from  Ephesians 
i. — 4,  6,  6. 

Br.  Frederick  A.  Hodsdon,  Prayer. 

Evening  Service. 

Br.  Fayette  Mace,  Prayer. 

Br.  Wili.iam  Frost,  Sermon,  from  John, 
xvi  — 8,  9,  10,  11. 

Hr.  Benjamin  B.  Murray,  Prayer. 

Thursday  Morning. 

Opened  the  Council  by  uniting  in  prayer 
with  Br.  T.  Dollofl*. 

7  Attended  to  the  Report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  applications  for  ordinations,  &c.  who 
reported  iii  favor  of  granting  a  licence  to 
preach  to  Br.  Benjamin  F.  Wilbur  of  Sidney, 
and  of  ordaining  Brt.  J.  Woodman,  A.  M. — 
B.  B.  Murray,  T.  Whittier,  J.  P.  Dods  and 
F.  A.  Hodsdon,  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

8.  Voted,  to  accept  the  report  of  this  Com¬ 
mittee. 

9.  Voted,  that  each  Society  in  fellowship 
with  this  Association,  shall  hereafter  be  en¬ 
titled  to  send  three  delegates  only,  to  its  future 
meetings. 

10  'I'lie  following  Preamble  and  Resolu¬ 
tion  were  submitted  by  Mr.  Cobb,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  ; 

“  Whereas,  .a  respectable  and  well  conduct- 
« d  religious  newspaper,  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  rational  ('liristiaiiity,  is  highly  im])ortant 
to  the  interests  of  our  Zion  in  this  State;  and  ! 

Whereas  we  believe,  that  the  C/in'jti’an  /n- 1 
telligenrer  and  Eastern  Chronicle,  published 
III  Gardiner,  is  conducted  with  great  ability, 
discretion  and  Christian  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
truth;  and. 

Whereas  that  paper  deserves  an  extensive 
patronage,  not  only  on  account  of  its  own 
merits,  but  in  order  to  sustain  and  assist  our 
brother  the  publisher  who,  with  a  laudible  pa¬ 
triotism,  has  incurred  great  expenses  in  or¬ 
der  to  furnish  the  public  w'ith  a  respectable 
and  useful  journal ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  decidedly  approve  of  the 
Christian  Intelligencer  and  Eastern  Chronicle, 
and  urgently  recommend  it  to  the  general  pa¬ 
tronage  of  our  brethren  in  this  state,  and  to 
the  friends  of  truth  throughout  our  country. 

Morning  Service. 

Br.  j.  B.  Dods,  Introductory  Prayer. 

Br.  S.  Cobb,  Sermon,  from  Judges  xiii. — 22. 
Br.  a.  Dinsmore,  Concluding  Prayer. 

Afternoon  Service. 

Br.  Wm.  Frost,  Prayer. 


Br.  R.  Strieter,  Sermon  from  John  xi. 
27. 

1  Ordination. 

Br.  S.  Cobb,  Ordaining  Prayer. 

Br.  F.  Mack,  Charge  and  delivery  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures. 

Br.  A.  Dinsmore,  Right  hand  of  fellowship. 
Br.  G.  Bates,  Concluding  Prayer. 

11.  Br.  Drew  having  declined  that  service. 
Voted,  that  Br.  S.  Cobb  prepare  a  (  irciilar 
Letter  and  Publish  it,  together  with  the  Min¬ 
utes,  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer. 

12.  V'oted,  that  Brs.  Drew,  Cnftfc  and  .Ifarp 
be  a  Committee  to  whom  applications  may  be 
made  from  destitute  Societies  requesting 
ministerial  labor. 

13.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  Association  to 
meet  again,  by  Divine  permission,  at  Ijen  iston, 
(Me.)  on  the  last  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
in  June,  1828. 

WILLIAM  FROST,  Moderator. 

GEORGE  BATES,  Clerk. 

MINISTERS  PRESENT. 

Rev.  G.  Bates  of  Livermore,  S.  Cobb  of 

Waterville,  A.  Dinsmore  of - ,  J.  B.  Dod.s 

of  Union,  T.  Dolloif  of  Jay,  W.  A.  Drew  of 
Augusta,  W.  Frost  of  Dover,  H.  Hawkins  of 
Fryeburg,  F  A.  Hodsdon  of  Levant,  F.  Mace 
of  Strong,  B.  B.  Murray  of  Greene,  R,  Street¬ 
er  of  Portland,  S.  Woodman  of  N.  Glouces¬ 
ter,  T.  Whittier  of  Freeman  aud  B.  F.  Wil¬ 
bur  of  Sidney. 

Extracts  from  tlie  excellent  Circular  Letter,  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  Rev.  Sylvaniis  Cobb. 

Brethren,  when  we  consider  the  great  worth 
and  importance  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  and  the  success  with  which  the 
Lord  has  crowned  our  labors  in  the  good 
cause,  we  have  abundant  encouragement  for 
renewed  and  persevering  activity.  Seven  years 
ago,  the  Societies  in  this  State  were  few  and 
small,  and  a  helper  from  an  adjacent  State  at 
our  aiihual  Association,  met  but  one  minister¬ 
ing  brother  belonging  to  this.  At  this  time 
we  had  fourteen  public  preachers  in  council, 
besides  one  to  whom  wo  granted  Licence, 
and  there  are  several  in  diflerent  part.s  of  the 
States  who  did  not  attend.  And  yet  the  calls 
for  laborers  are  now  much  more  numerous 
and  pressing,  than  they  were  then.  Let  u.s 
“  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will 
send  forth  [more]  laborers  into  the  harvest." 
And  let  believers,  where  they  have  no  pub¬ 
lic  speaker,  meet  together  themselves  on  the 
Sabbath  whenever  they  judge  it  expedient, 
and  unite  in  reading,  singing,  &.c. — Thereby 
the  bonds  of  fraternal  affection  may  be 
strengthened,  and  you  may  be  the  means  of 
comforting  and  confirming  one  another.  And 
will  be  encouraging  and  gladdening  to  the 
hearts  of  your  ministering  brethren,  to  see 
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you  well  engaged  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  | 
human  happiness. 

Finally,  “  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stead¬ 
fast.  iintnoveablc,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that 
voiir  labor  i.s  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.” 


1IIIZSOEZ.X.ANEOUS. 


Ilesult  of  Siihhath-Breakinsf  — Last  Sabbath 
week,  a  grand-child  of  Mr.  Parker  Dodge,  of 
Rns.«!ia,  llerkiiner  county,  went  out  to  play 
on  the  margin  of  Canada  creek,  when  it  slip¬ 
ped  in  and  was  drowned.  The  child  was  living 
with  its  grand  parents,  fur  the  purpose  of  at¬ 
tending  school ,  and  tlie  family,  we  understand, 
are  L'niversalistj.  When  will  people  learn 
that  it  is  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty, 
to  keep  the  Sabbath-day  holy,  to  the  end  of 
it  ?  Utica  H'estern  Recorder. 

[W  e  presume  that  there  arc  none  drowned, 
save  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  even  on  that  day, 
that  none  but  the  families  of  Universalists  meet 
with  such  visitations  of  Divine  vengeance!! — 
Quere,  will  Mr.  Hastings  inform  us  whether 
the  above,  happened  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath, 
i  or  the  Christian  Sunday  ? — Editor  of  Lansing- 
Lurgh  Gazette. 


Anciewt  Family. — A  Gascon  boasted,  in 
every  company,  that  he  was  descended  from 
so  ancient  a  family  that  he  was  still  paying,  at 
that  very  day,  the  interest  of  a  sum  which  his 
ancestors  had  borrowed  to  pay  their  expenses 
when  they  went  to  adore  our  Saviour  at  Beth¬ 
lehem. 


ent  of  her  favor,  they  rendered  piercing  as 
lightning  and  as  furious  as  a  demon  ;  while  its 
melting  sweetness  would  light  on  her  favorites 
and  devotees  with  such  ineffable  attractions  as 
no  power  could  resist.  Her  teeth  were  enor¬ 
mous  for  size,  but  she  could  cover  them,  at 
pleasure,  with  the  most  charming  lips,  which 
she  never  failed  to  do  when  communing  with 
her  friends.  But  it  is  said,  and  her  most 
faithful  lovers  do  not  deny  it,  that  she  was* 
subject  to  fits  of  such  violent  anger,  that  she 
has  bitten  off  the  heads  of  thousands,  who 
were  blind  to  her  beauty. 

When  this  singular  creature  came  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  she  was  fairly  on  the  decline,  though  ma¬ 
ny  hearts  drank  of  her  love,  and  some  lost 
their  heads ;  but  her  teeth  are  now  gone,  and 
there  is  no  danger  of  her  committing  such  acts 
of  violence  on  those,  who  set  their  affections 
on  one,  who  possesses  real  beauty  and  worth, 
and  is  under  no  necessity  of  so  much  dress 
and  paint. 

We  have  seen  this  old -  since  she  has 

been  confined  to  her  room  ;  she  looks  misera¬ 
bly,  and  yet  we  cannot  pity  her  in  the  least. 
But  it  is  impossible  to  see  her  artists  stand 
round  her  with  their  shears  and  brushes,  try¬ 
ing  to  alter  her  dress,  and  to  daub  on  paint  in 

order  to  make  the  old  wrinkled - look  young, 

and  even  shedding  tears  at  her  fast  decline, 
without  pitying  their  folly  and  blind  devotion 
to  SUPERSTITION  ! — Universalist  Mag. 


SICK  AND  LIKE  TO  DIE, 

Is  that  much  celebrated,  and  now  very  aged 
matron,  who  when  in  her  best  days  was  the 
idol  of  Europe,  whose  vassals  were  kings, 

I  princes,  popes  and  cardinals,  together  with 
ithe  multitudes  of  their  subjects  throughout 
their  countries  and  dominions.  There  have 
many  curious  and  wonderful  things  been  cre¬ 
dibly  reported  of  this  singular  personage.  Her 
beauty  was  formerly  so  attracting  that  the 
heart  of  the  beholder  was  generally  devoted 
the  moment  her  bewitching  charms  met  his 
fjc  ,  and  the  most  sacred  obligations,  instant¬ 
ly  violated  in  compliance  with  her  resistless 
facinations.  It  has  since,  however,  been  as¬ 
certained  that  her  beauty  was  artificial,  and 
that  she  owed  the  whole  of  her  charms  to  a 
company  of  curious  and  cunning  artists,  who 
"ere  wholly  devoted  to  the  business  of  prepa¬ 
ring  her  dress,  varying  her  different  garments, 
putting  on  her  attire,  and  painting  her  face. 
For  this  devotion  to  her  person,  she  liberally 
rewarded  them  with  wealth  and  honor,  which 
IK'  found  means  to  obtain  from  the  immense 
'iKiltitudes  who  devoted  all  their  earnings  to 
Ills  mistress  of  their  hearts. 

These  artists  were  expert  in  varying  the  ap- 
jearance  of  her  eye,  which,  to  one  who  pre- 
‘  lined  to  withhold  his  heart,  and  be  indenend- j 


Anbcdotb. — Two  persons  met  at  the  house 
of  a  friend,  and  spent  several  long  hours  in 
telling  over  their  conviction,  conversion,  reli¬ 
gious  discoveries  and  exploits  ;  both  of  them 
frequently  a.sserting  their  change  from  nature 
to  grace.  At  length,  having  mostly  exhaust¬ 
ed  their  fund  of  intelligence,  one  of  them  be¬ 
gan  to  sigh,  and  groan,  and  disfigure  his  face, 
— complaining  bitterly  about  his  hard  and  de¬ 
ceitful  heart,  wh»ch  he  said,  was  desperately 
wicked.  The  other,  being  more  sincere,  or 
supposing  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  pi¬ 
ous  apologies  at  that  time,  expressed  his  seri¬ 
ous  doubts  of  the  correctness  of  such  language 
But  the  Deacon  would  not  give  way  in  tlic 
least ;  he  insi.sted  that  he  was  actually  as  bad 
as  he  had  described  himself  to  be.  And  just 
as  the  other  professor  was  about  to  reason  him 
out  of  his  humiliating  confession,  the  Quaker 
interrupted  him, — “  Friend,  thou  wouldst  do 
well,  first  to  make  thyself  acquainted  witli  this 
Deacon’s  character  among  his  neighbors  ;  by 
which  thou  would'st  be  convinced  that  be  had 
at  least,  once  told  theet/ic  truth." 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS 
The  communication  of  “  E."  U  on  hand  and  will 
be  attended  to  in  our  next. 

Our  correspondent  “  B.”  is  respectfully  solicited 
to  furnish  more  extracts  or  orij'inal  for  our  paper. 

Glorvina’s  communication  is  gratefully  received, 
although  too  late  for  insertion  in  the  present  niunbcr. 
but  u  ill  appear  in  the  ne.xt 
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THK  (JRKAT  JUBILKE. 

H.iil  <'l«)rioiis  (Irv  !  from  iincient  times  foretold  ! 
I'rot  l.um’d  l)\  types  and  propheeies  of  old  ! 
Tliondavof  iiea\en’s  eternal  jubilee. 

Ordain’d  of  (iod  t<iset  poor  captives  free  ! 

(The  tniinpet  sounds!  the  universe  rejoices  ! 

All  treaturcs  join  ilie  son^MUh  cheerfid  voices.) 

Great  day,  for  «hi<'li  all  other  days  were  made! 
Which  God  well  pleas'd  foresaw,  when  he  survey’d 
Man  by  rebellion  niin’tl,  lo't,  undone, 

Uedeein’d.  re^t  >r‘d,  by  Jesus  Ghrist  his  Son. 

(On  his  |n,t  creatures  (io<l  hath  had  compiLssion, 
And  sent  his  Son  to  gi\e  them  all  salvation.) 

Thon  dav,of  God  prefiptr’d  by  the  law. 

And  which  the  prophets  at  a  distance  saw  ; 

The  grandeur  of  thy  scenes  I  wonld  pioclaiin. 

If  God  would  touch  niv  lips  with  hcav'niy  (laine. 
(The  distant  prt»spect  tills  my  soul  with  pleasure. 
And  niiikcs  my  joys  o'ertlow  beyond  all  ineasuie.) 

To  me  O  God,  the  learned’s  tongue  impart  ; 

DiKct  my  fancy,  and  inspire  my  heart  I 
Fixt  by  the  Great  Eternal’s  tirm  ilecree. 

Thy  date  i'  wrapt  in  awful  niysterv  ; 

(But  I  would  stil!  believe  what  God  hath  spoken, 
ills  gracious  promises  can  ne’er  be  broken.) 

Ijo  (hr  remote  that  day  conceal’d  from  view, 

Its  hidden  peiiods  and  its  wonders  too. 

That  men  iinpiouslv  traduce,  blaspheme. 

And  count  th'  important  day  a  tictious  dream. 

(But  God’s  designs  are  perfect,  wise  and  glorious, 
.And  III  the  end  they  all  shall  prove  victorious.) 

Assist  mo  fiith,  hope,  charity  divine. 

I  prize  your  aid.  I  ll  not  invoke  the  Nine  ; 

Teach  me  that  hidden  period  to  explore, 

Wh*;n  sin,  and  pain,  .md  death  shall  he  no  more. 
(For  such  a  day  the  s.acred  writings  mention  ; 

This  is  God’s  truth  and  nut  a  man's  invention.) 

When  (’hii't  shall  over  all  his  foes  prevail. 

And  spoil  the  pow’rs  of  darkness,  death  :md  hell ; 
Then  shall  creation  own  his  sov’ reign  sway, 

.And  ev’rv  cieaturc  willingly  obey. 

(For  this  most  joyful  day,  the  whole  creation 
Now  groans  ;md  travails  in  linn  expectation.) 

Each  knee  sludl  bow,  and  every  tongue  shall  swear, 
While  heav’n  and  earth  his  right  to  reign  declare. 
To  all  mankind  it  shall  he  tcstU'y’d, 

In  that  due  time,  that  Jesus  for  them  dy’d. 

( His  merits  are  of  infinite  extension. 

His  dying  shall  accomplish  its  intention.) 

All  things  in  him  shall  then  re-headed  be  ; 

All  own  him  Lord,  and  how  the  suppliant  knee  ; 
.All  reconcil’d  to  God,  his  love  shall  know, 
AVhethcr  in  heaven  above,  or  ciuth  below. 

(Each  one  shall  then  fill  up  his  proper  station, 

.Ml  join’d  in  hearty  reconciliation.) 
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The  year  of  jraiua;  shall  then  be  come, 

And  ail  tlie  Saviour  |Hirchas’d  siiall  rome  home  ; 
Tlic  Mediator  shall  no  more  complam. 

That  he  hath  labour’d,  spoke,  or  dy’d  in  vain  ; 
(He  shall  behold  his  blest  designs  completed, 
.And  sin  and  death  eternally  defeated.) 

The  ti avail  of  his  soul  sh.all  see. 

And  safislv’d eternally  shall  be. 

The  trumpet  of  the  Jt'Bii.r:K  shall  sound, 

Jesus  shall  be  with  endless  glory  crown’d  ; 

(Our  Lord  is  worthy  of  this  exaltation. 

The  head  of  all  the  ransom’d  congregation.) 

Ami  through  the  great  Jehovah’s  wide  domain. 
Not  one  shall  ri'C  against  the  glori.ou>  reign  ; 

Rut  all  from  sin  and  death,  and  bondage  free, 
Shall  praise  his  name  to  all  eternity. 

(This  was  our  great  Oeator’s  first  intention. 

His  love  and  power  exceed  our  comprehension.) 

When  all  are  thus  obedient  to  his  rail, 

Christ  will  resign  and  God  lie  all  in  all. 

Here  stop  my  soul ;  no  farther  seek  to  go  ; 

What  God  reveals  i>  quite  enough  to  know. 
(These  scenes  are  real  and  no  pleasing  fiction, 
What  God  hath  said  admits  no  contradiction.) 

[  ff'inchrsttr. 


DIED. — In  this  city,  the  14th  inst.  MrsJELiZA  M. 
HfRi),  wife  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  F.  Hurd,  aged  years 
Her  death  was  very  sudden  ami  eminently  afflictivf 
to  her  kind  and  indulgent,  but  now  greatly  bereaved 
husband,  lover  and  friend.  She  sust:uned  the  rclv 
tions  of  soeial  life  in  a  becoming  manner,  leaving 
her  amiable  character  securely  embalmed  in  the 
memory  of  many  Iriends  w  ho  mourn  tlie  loss  of  lier 
society.  May  the  consolations  of  the  Gospel  bind 
up  tlie  broken  hearted  of  every  name. 

In  Gibbonsvalle,  on  the  10th  in^l.,  of  ronsump- 
tion,  Mr.  Horatio  N.  Clk.mkxs,  aged  18  years.— 
It  is  just  to  the  memory  of  this  deceased  son  and 
affectionate  brother  and  friend,  tliat  h»‘  lived  respect¬ 
ed,  and  died  much  beloved,  lamented  and,  resigned 
to  the  will  of  “  the  Saviour  of  all  men.” 
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IS  TfBLISHKn  EVERY  OTHER  SATERUAV  MORNING,  AT 
THE  OrriCE  OK  THE  KAR-SIERs’  REGIStT.B,  DIREt  T- 
LY  OPPOSITE  THE  POSY'-OKHrE,  lUVEB-ST. 

.And  will  be  atl'orded  to  city  subscribers,  at  $1 
per  annum,  if  paid  in  advance. — .At  the  end  of  sit 
J  months,  Si  i>0.— Country  subscribers,  at  §1  00  per 
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N.  n.  Those  persons,  who  will  obtain  five  subscri¬ 
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(T!?’  Letters  and  eommunicctions  addressed 
the  editor,  must  bep^sf-pnid. 
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